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Citrus Fruits

method more room is given the trees and a less number
is planted to the acre than by the square method, but
it is possible to cultivate and even irrigate three ways
through the orchard. In laying out the orchard, the
ground is first laid out in squares, after which a line is run
diagonally across the field and a tree stake placed wherever
this line passes through the corners or cuts the side of a
square.
The square system is by far the most commonly used,
and may be followed either for squares or oblong rectangles.
The rows of trees intersect each other at right angles and
cultivation may be carried on in two directions.
By the hexagonal system, the trees are set equidistant
from each other. Six trees form a hexagon with a seventh
in the center. By this means the ground is more eco-
nomically divided and more trees are planted per acre
at a given distance apart than by any other method.
By the quincunx system four trees constitute a square
with a fifth in the center, thus doubling the number of
rows. This method is chiefly used in planting with the
idea of removing the center trees, which are usually of
dwarf varieties, when those designed to be permanent
shall have attained a considerable size. The orchard
then assumes the square plan.
The quincunx system is rarely used in planting citrus
orchards as it is not customary to use other and smaller
varieties of fruit trees as temporary fillers in citrus or-
chards.
The following table gives the number of trees required
to plant an acre at various distances apart according to
each of the above four plans: